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Few Jewish rituals are more
followed and thought of more
fondly than the Passover seder.
As Jewish communal surveys
prove, reminiscences of the
holiday table, the aromas of
once-a-year foods, the
togetherness of family, and
especially the familiar tunes stir
something in us, bringing more
people to the seder table than to
any other Jewish celebration
during the year.

The Torah commands that !in
every generation each Jew
should regard themselves as
though they personally went
forth from Egypt." There is
tremendous hope in the saga of
the Exodus#and Passover can
inspire us to seize it. The seder
provides us with an opportunity
to explore our liberation in a
variety of exciting ways.
Celebrants can use all sorts of
devices to accomplish this

From the Rabbi

purpose: different haggadot for
each of the two nights or from
year to year; stressing a theme
(feminism, Holocaust); using
dramatic techniques and songs
to present parts of the story;
using props and special effects;
bringing in current events. Each
individual can talk about what
freedom or the Passover
experience means personally or
can share the oppressions from
which they fled.

The following are just some
$seder suggestions%:

& Try beginning the Seder with
everyone sharing a Pesach
memory, thus breaking the ice,
especially if your guests do not
know each other and giving
everyone the opportunity to say
something.

& How about 'homework" for
your guests' Perhaps a question
that you plan to discuss, (What

might be a modern day plague
or one of the plagues
lupdated"#i.e. the turning of
Nile water to Blood could be
compared to the water shortage
or toxic waste in our water
supply) or an aspect of the
Haggadabh itself that you might
even send them some photo-
copied materials to research.
These can be ways of including
people and keeping them
interested.

& One way to include the
children, is to invite them to
make centerpieces, place cards,
place mats, pillow covers etc.
that will be used during Seder.

& Have pages of songs and
readings to add to the
Haggadah. Included in this book
are some examples of popular
songs that have been rewritten
for Passover, but the collection
of creativity in always growing,
SO use your imagination’

Continued on page 4

Quick Schedule of Events

Friday, March 5
Family Shabbat, 6:30 pm
Shabbat Service, 8 pm

Saturday, March 6 9:30 am
Shacharit / Bat Mitzvah Sidney Allen

Sunday, March 7
Oscar Party 5:00 pm

Tuesday, March 9
Einstein Information night for
students 6:30 pm Hyatt

Friday, March 12
Shabbat Service 8 pm
Dalet Class and Kyle Cotler

Saturday, March 13 9:30 am
Shacharit / Bar Mitzvah Noah Gross

Sunday, March 14 4-7 pm
SCV Women%s Pesach Seder

Thursday, March 18
Israel Trip Information 7 p.m.

Friday, March 19
Shabbat Sounds, 7 pm
Bet * Gimmel Classes
Sisterhood Shabbat

Sunday, March 21
Sunday School Pesach Seder
All Grades

Friday, March 26
Shabbat Service, 8 p.m.

Saturday, March 27

9:30 am Shacharit / Bar Mitzvah

Josh Semko

2:00 pm Mincha / Bar Mitzvah Kevin
Dunn

6:00 pm Men%s Club Passover Seder

Sunday, March 28 No Sunday School

Monday, March 29 " Passover 1%
night

Tuesday, March 30 " 6:00 pm
Community Pesach Seder
See the complete calendar ! pg 13
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Mission Statement
of Temple Beth Ami
The purpose of this Reform congregation shall be to
worship G-d, to promote Jewish education and the
fundamental principles of Judaism, to ensure the
continuity of the Jewish people to cultivate love,
understanding, and enjoyment of our Jewish heritage
and to encourage community involvement.

Rabbi Mark Blazer

Rabbi@TempleBethAmi.org

Board of Trustees:
Joyce Stein, President
President@TempleBethAmi.org

Travis Fine, Executive VP
ExecutiveVicePresident@TempleBethAmi.org

Richard Greenberg, Treasurer
Treasurer@ TempleBethAmi.org

Carolyn Heitmann, Secretary
Secretary@TempleBethAmi.org

Mark Kaplan, Past President
PastPresident@ TempleBethAmi.org

Mary Fuchsman + Administration
Administration@TempleBethAmi.org

Lori Garden + Membership
Membership@ TempleBethAmi.org

Adam Greenwald + Ways * Means
WaysAndMeans@ TempleBethAmi.org

Joe Rensin + Religious * Ritual
ReligiousandRitual@TempleBethAmi.org

John Stulman + Facilities
Facilities@TempleBethAmi.org

Teri Knafla. Administrator
Administrator@TempleBethAmi.org

Judith Stolnitz + Education Director
Education@TempleBethAmi.org

Preschool / Parent * Me
PreSchool@TempleBethAmi.org

Hedy Greenfield, Sisterhood President
Sisterhood@TempleBethAmi.org

Daniel Levine, Men%s Club President
MensClub@TempleBethAmi.org

Chavurah Coordinator
Havurah@TempleBethAmi.org

TBAY (Temple Beth Ami Youth ages 10 + 12)
Mike Atkin: TBAY @ TempleBethAmi.org
TeenAmi (ages 13 + 15)
Avi Horn: YouthGroup@TempleBethAmi.org

Capital Campaign
CapitalCampaign@TempleBethAmi.org

Newsletter Editor
Newsletter@TempleBethAmi.org

Newsletter advertising
Advertisina@TempleBethAmi.ora

SCV!Is Second Annual

Jewish Food Festival

Sunday May 16, 2010
Bridgeport Marketplace

Join our committee and help us build
a successful event" We meet
monthly" This month, welll meet on

March 22 at 7:30 pm.
Questions? Contact Sandi & Rob Hershenson at
sandihershenson@gmail.com

Softball Standings
I Synagogue Softball team

Division C
Team W L T PTS
Beth Ami | 3 0 0 6
Adat Ari El I 2 1 0 4
Temple Aliyah I 2 1 0 4
Aliyah Als 2 1 0 4
Temple Emanuel 2 1 0 4
Or Ami 1 2 0 2
Temple Aliyah 0 3 0 0
Temple Isaiah 0 3 0 0

Board Notes from last month

The following is a summary of activity from your

Temple Beth Ami Board of Trustees for last month:

I Discussed Nominating committee timeframes

I Review Purim tasks and updates on sponsors for
the carnival.

I Reviewed progress of NVJCC Preschool. Preschool
has two new children

I Completed maintenance on one of the classrooms

I Reviewed budget to actuals and discussed potential
1Q shortfall.

I Discussed membership dues and other ways to get
donations without additional out-of-pocket cash (like
eat for TBA, Scrip, etc.)

I Discussed Rabbi%s Anniversary Gala + Proceeds to
benefit Temple%s general fund.
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Temple Beth Ami
Community
Passover
Seder

Tuesday, March 30, 2010

Doors open at 6:00 P.M.
Seder starts at 6:30 P.M.
Fully catered, traditional meal and service
Valencia Hills Club House 24060 Oakvale Road, Valen cia
(off Tournament Road)
Under 3: Free // Ages 4 to 7: $15 // Ages 8 to 12: $20 // Ages 13 to Adult: $25.

Send payment to: Temple Beth Ami; Attn: Passover Se der;
23023 Hilse Lane, Santa Clarita, CA 91321

RSVP by email: Pesach@TempleBethAmi.org
Phone: 661.255.6410

Reservations must be received no later than March 22, 2009 . Return the form below.

Name:
Address:
City: State: Zip: Phone:
Please specify:Children under 3 (Free) Ages 4! 7 ($15)

Ages 8! 12 ($20) _ 13 yrs to Adult ($25)
Paymentby: Check _ Visa___ Total Amount $
Credit Card # Exp. Date:

Printed Name:

Signature:




Rabbi!s message
continued

& At some Seders, everyone has the same
Haggadah making it easy to follow along. Consider
giving everyone (or having them bring) a different
Haggadah, so that they can share an interpretation,
translation or custom from their Haggadah.

& Some families have created their very own
Haggadah, The possibilities are endless' (i.e. with
family pictures and memories; including readings,
songs, etc. that have meaning to them ad infinitum.

& Some have the tradition to ask The Four
Questions in as many languages as possible#the
more obscure, the better#depending on the
backgrounds and talents of those at the Seder.

& The Ten Plagues offer endless opportunities to
allow your creative juices, free reign. There are
several companies that sell collections of the Ten
Plagues.

& Some people start their preparations at Tu
B%Shvat by planting the parsley or lettuce or other
vegetables that will be used/eaten at the Seder.
That really helps put us in the framework of
Renewal, Spring and the miracle of Rebirth.

& Everyone takes a part and sings together the
song Had Gadyah. When your role is sung, you
make a sound or act out that particular part. (i.e.
the stick, the fire, the ox, the Angel of Death, the
Holy One)

& Afikomen customs vary from family to family. In
some families, anyone who wants an Afikomen,
can have one so long as they are willing to pay the
price for getting it back. In some families, the
IAfikomen-holder" hides the matzah, while in other
homes, the children (and any other guest who
wants to play#another variation) steal it from
him/her and hide it. It then becomes that person%s
responsibility to get it back in order to end the
Seder. 1t%s a good idea to lay down the ground rule
at the beginning of the Seder, so that everyone
knows and is playing by the same rules.

Spend the few weeks and/or Shabbatot before the
holiday, sharing ideas with the members of your
family, and enlisting their help, support and input in
creating your Seder experience.

One last suggestion, rent/buy 'When Do We Eat,"
starring Michael Lerner and Lesley Ann Warren,
this Big Fat Jewish Seder movie deals with the
expectations, apprehensions and stereotypes we
live with in our world. The film%s message of hope
reminds us that when we open our hearts to new

possibilities, and no longer feel trapped by our
normal constraints, true liberation and healing can
occur. | promise, you have never seen a seder
meal like this one.

Hag Sama%ach, Happy Pasover.

TEMPLE BETH AMI WILL BE CELEBRATING
OUR COMMUNITY SEDER THE SECOND NIGHT
OF PASSOVER, TUESDAY NIGHT, MARCH 30.
CALL (661) 255-6410 FOR INFORMATION AND
RESERVATIONS.

Rabbi Mark Blazer
rabbi@TempleBethAmi.org

February Donations

Temple Beth Ami thanks the following people for
their generous donations:

GENERAL FUND

Stein, Jeff * Joyce
In honor of Denise Youngwood!s birthday
In honor of Gene Horwitz!s birthday
In honor of Aaron Knaflals birthday
In honor of Hedy Greenfield!s birthday
In honor of Carey Dermerl!s birthday
In honor of Teri Knaflals dedication
In honor of Rick Kaufman!s receipt of Man of
the Year award
In honor of Carolyn Heitmann!s receipt of
Woman of the Year award
Speedy recovery to Joyce!s brother Philip
Roberts
In memory of Frank Durkee

Sternin, Alan * Esther
In memory of Oscar Slute and Harry & Sally
Sternin

PURIM CARNIVALSPONSORS
Thank you to our sponsors and volunteers who
gave to make Purim fun for all"
TBA Sisterhood

TBA Men%s Club

Bratslasky Family

Knafla Family

Dick * Sharon Greenberg
Stolnitz Family

Kaplan Family

Anonymous

CHAICLUB
Bob * Rita Kass; Beverly Silver; Alan * Esther
Sternin; Jeff * Joyce Stein
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IT'S THAT TIME OF THE YEAR AGAIN...

THE BLAZER FAMILY'S
11th ANNUAL
CHAMETZ PARTY

GET READY FOR PASSOVER
AS WE BLOW AWAY THE BREAD

AND YES, BRING CHILDREN, EVEN IF THEY ARE NOT YOURS.

Sunday, March 21st
4:00-7:00 PM

at the Blazer home
25247 Jasmine Lane
Santa Clarita
(Please R.S.V.P. 661-288-1421)

DIRECTIONS &

From San Fernando Valley and points South: 3
405 North to 5 North 3025247

Exit Lyons Ave./Pico Cyn. Turn Left smokewood 5
Turn Left (2nd light) Marriott Way @
Turn Left on The Old Road @
Turn Right on Sagecrest 3
Turn Right on Smokewood Way 2
Turn Left on Jasmine Lane 5

From North:
5 South to Pico Canyon/Lyons
continue straight on Marriott Way 3 Ky
Turn Left on Old Road 5
>
>

Follow above directions from
The Old Road



Special Cantorial soloist
Kyle Cotler ! March 12th

Working under the mentorship of his father,
Cantor/Composer Doug Cotler, Kyle is one of the
most exciting young voices on the Jewish music
scene today.

Students from the Dalet level will also be helping to
lead this special Shabbat. Don"t miss it# join us
on March 12 ™ at 8:00 pm

TeenAmi

Many of us made Tie-Dye Shirts last month. We
got together outside and made some groovy gear
noshing on cookies, and then we hung out and ate
pizza'

(From left: Erica, Phoenix, Miles, David, lan,
Lindsey, Kayla, * Rick)

While Lindsey played the piano, others lounged
around talking about their week. Miles and David
discussed Krav Maga with Josh and overall
everyone had a nice social evening. We had an
abundance of unused shirts, so we donated them
to the Haiti relief organization Erica is part of. Stay
tuned for our March double feature on March 7"
and 21%.

Albert Einstein Academy
Californials First Hebrew Language
Charter School

STUDENT Information Night

6:30 PM on Tuesday, March 9th

Hyatt Valencia.

OPENING FALL 2010 Grades 7-9

Visit www.ealas.org to learn more *
request an application.

Religious & Ritual

Thank you Rabbi Mark, Wendy Hersh, and the
Adult Choir. What a fun Purim and Megillah
reading we had' If you have not been to our Purim
celebration, then you are really missing something
special. The costumes, music, clever lyrics,
camaraderie, and just plain fun; you just can%t beta
it. No other synagogue in the valley does Purim
with as much fun and spirit as Temple Beth Ami.
Thank you also to our Men%s Club and Sisterhood
who kept the treats and drinks going' The Purim
Carnival was also awesome. Thank you Teri
Knafla, Lori Garden, Men%s Club, and Sisterhood
and a big Todah Rabah to our Sponsors for making
the day fun for all and a big success'

The Temple%s Community Seder will be held on the
second night of Passover; Tuesday March 30th at
6:00 p.m. at the Valencia Hills Club House. We will
be serving a fully catered meal with all the

traditional fixings.

Our Community Seder is an opportunity to meet
other synagogue members that you might not get to
see much of during the year. If you know of a family
who is not a member and has nowhere to go for a
Seder, please invite them to the community Seder.
If you have not participated in a Seder or conducted
a Seder of your own, this is also an opportunity to
see how it%s done' The RSVP form is in the
newsletter. Fill it out today and send it in.

Passover reminds me that our synagogue provides
an outreach to Jews every day. If you know a
Jewish Family that needs a place for Seder, please
contact me and we will try to find them a home.
You may also join us for our Community Seder.
We are sending flyers for the Community Seder to
both College of the Canyons and Cal Arts. We
want to provide dinner for these students at little or
no cost. If you can donate some money toward the
Seder that would be great. Give checks or credit
card info to Teri and put in the subject line Pesach
donation and we will make sure your donation
brings Judaism to college students.

We need volunteers for the Community Seder. We
need people to help our Fetch it & Shlep it Crew
move tables and chairs at 4:00 pm and then we
need a clean-up crew after the Seder to move the
chairs and tables back. By moving and cleaning
we save ourselves the cleaning deposit and that
keeps the cost low. Consider volunteering +
contact Joe Rensin at
ReligiousandRitual@templebethami.org.

Todah Rabah,
Joe Rensin
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Bet Tzedek and Temple Beth Ami present

Part of Temple Beth Ami's Series Coping in Challentg Times

Tuesday, March 16, 2010

1:00 PM
Temple Beth Ami

23023 Hilse Lane, Newhall

FREE!

Open to L.A. County
residents who are either
disabled orover the age

of 55.

For Questions, call
(661) 255-6410 or
(323) 939-0506

» Bankruptcy

» Credit reports
» Debt collection
» Judgment enforcement

Topics include:

Following the one-hour
presentation, you may
schedule a one-on-one
appointment.

Bet Tzedek!The House of Justice provides free,
compassionate, high-quality legal services to the

elderly, indigent and disabled of Los Angeles Count Y,
regardless of ethnic or religious background.

Proudly affiliated with The Jewish Federation of Gr
Los Angeles and The United Way.

eater




Men!s Club News

As Men%s Club President one of my main objectives
is to bring out the talent and personalities at

Temple Beth Ami. This goes hand-and-hand with
our motto - !Strong Jewish Men Building a Strong
Jewish Community." Temple Beth Ami is our

Jewish community and in the past month | was
proud to be part of events that showcased
individuals at their best'

February saw the kickoff of our TBArts series
where the artistically gifted amongst us share their
unique talents. Scott Gershin, one of Hollywood<s
most sought after sound designers, showed us how
to understand the !psychology of sound," an ability
that makes him a true artist'

Later in the month | was privileged to attend the
Men of Reform Judaism (MRJ) Man of the Year
Banquet with many of our congregants. This was a
special night as not only did we bestow the official
title of 'Temple Beth Ami%s Man of the Year
2008/2009 (5769)" on Rick Kaufman, but as
Executive Vice President of the Western Region of
MRJ, Rick emceed the entire program. All of us
know Rick as charismatic, hard working, and simply
one of the nicest guys you will ever meet. So it was
great to see such a truly deserving person on dais
the entire night'

MRJ Man of the Year Dinner

Of course in the coming months the Men%s Club will
continue to have fun leading and participating in
events like the Oscar Party, the Men%s Club Model
Passover Seder, and May%s Jewish Family Baseball
Appreciation Day. Simultaneously we will strive to
highlight the individual strength of our community in
the continuation of our TBArts series (our Spring
featured artist is the incredibly talented Mr. Travis
Fine) and the forthcoming !Inside Temple Beth

Ami" + an old fashioned conversation with a

modern twist.

Keep up to date with all our Men<s Club happenings
at Facebook: http://groups.to/strong_jewish_men/
Read about Jewish Issues on our Twitter page
http://twitter.com/JewishSCV

Haven<t officially joined the Men<s Club yet? Find
out how by emailing mensclub@templebethami.org

Daniel Levine, President Men%s Club

Back row, left to right: Daniel, Kim, Jim, Mike, Wendy, BddRick, Jeff, Joyce

Front left to right: Gail, BJ.
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Join the Men’s Club Model Seder
Saturday March 27 6:30 PM
Temple Beth Ami

$30 PER ATTENDEE
INCLUDES DINNER/WINE
ALL MEN (13 & OVER) WELCOMED

BRING YOUR FATHER/SON/FRIEND A |
RSVP By March 19 to ' ‘
mensclub@templebethami.org s ' I
N
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The MenOs Club of

Temple Beth Ami Presen
I
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Sunday, May 23rd, 2010
12:00PM P 8:00PM
Lancaster Jethag < diug

75+,'89:";"

<2&$+=1"5>R'@5=

I"#$9R8."
Parking; All You Can Eat Kosher HORDoG uep8cial Children &
Adult Entertainment; Temple Beth Ami Saiild@lRGamé)e Lancaster
Jethawks Baseball Gafhe, &

Tickets are Iim
menscitib @




You are invited to
The SCV 8 " Annual

Jewish Women!s Seder
Benefiting Jewish Women!s Charities

Sunday March 14 ™:4pm ! 7pm
Seventh Day Adventist Church
24436 Valley Street, Newhall

Catered Meal Included
$36 per person
Passover Gift Sale

Contact (661) 255-6410 for more info.
Checks payable to Hadassah Kochava

Hosted by:
I Congregation Beth Shalom

Sisterhood
I Hadassah Kochava
I Temple Beth Ami Sisterhood

RSVP by March 5™,

AMAZING"

On Sunday, February 21% a group of women got
together to begin studying $The Torah: A
Women'"s Commentary.% What an amazing
experience it was' This book is published by the
Women of Reform Judaism.

When Doreen Hawbecker returned from the
national convention of Women of Reform
Judaism this past November she was so excited
about this book that she volunteered to facilitate
the sessions. She and Judith Stolnitz have been
working together to bring this about. Although
the initial plan was to start with the reading of
Genesis they soon discovered that reading the
introduction was an integral part of the process.
This, in itself, is proving to be fascinating.

This group will meet monthly and it is not
necessary to belong to Sisterhood to attend.

For further information please contact Doreen at:
doreengreen101@yahoo.com.

Sisterhood News

Well, March will be a full month for TBA
Sisterhood. On Sunday, March 14 we will be
co-hosting the annual Women%s Seder along
with Congregation Beth Shalom Sisterhood and
Kochava Hadassah. This is a wonderful event.

If you have never attended please join us. You%ll
be in for a treat.

On Friday, March 19 we will have our
Sisterhood Shabbat. Along with the installation
of new officers, we will be presenting our first
ever ISisterhood Woman of the Year Award".
Please join us for what will be a delicious
evening as refreshments will be provided by the
women of the sisterhood.

The !Spring Tea" originally scheduled for May
2" has been rescheduled to Sunday, April 25 .
Watch for your invitation in the mail.

After reading an article in the Daily News by
Dennis McCarthy, Doreen Hawbecker
spearheaded an effort to assist a Boy Scout with
his Eagle Scout project. This involved making
gel neck coolers to send to the troops in Irag.
Doreen cut 118 strips of muslin and had temple
members write messages on them. They were
delivered to the Boy Scout who finished them by
stitching them together with a gel pack inside.
The soldiers will immerse the cool packs in
water and then put them around their necks to
help cool themselves.

We are looking forward to another great year as
several new Board members are seated. For
further information please contact:
sisterhood@templebethami.org.

Hedy Greenfield
Sisterhood President

BOOK GROUP

Our next book group meeting is March 28 at the
home of Gail Atkin

We are reading Sotah by Naomi Ragen
Please RSVP to Karen Kaplan or Gail Atkin or
email to Sisterhood@templebethami.org with
Ibook club" in the subject line.

Thanks

Karen

March 2010

Temple Beth Ami

11



You are invited to
The SCV Jewish Women!s Seder
Benefiting Jewish Women!s Charities

Sunday March 14"

4:00 pm " 7:00 pm
Seventh Day Adventist Church
24436 Valley Street, Newhall

Catered Meal Included
Passover Gifts for Sale

Hosted by:
Congregation Beth Shalom Sisterhood
Hadassah Kochava
Temple Beth Ami Sisterhood

Kindly RSVP by March 5th

Number of Guests: ($36 each)
Name of Guests:
Additional Donation:
Total Amount:
Make checks payable to Hadassah

Please send payment and this form to:
Women!s Seder 23023 Hilse Lane Newhall CA 91321
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Marvin Silver

Adult Education Program
Dr. Dianne VanHook to be Guest Speaker

Dr. Van Hook will be the next speaker in the
Temple%s Marvin Silver Adult Education
Program#following on the heels of the terrific
evening with columnist Dennis McCarthy.

Dr. Van Hook served 21 years as President (and
now Chancellor) of College of the Canyons,
Santa Clarita Valley Woman of the Year,
Woman of Honor Betty Ferguson Foundation,
and News Maker of the Year, just to name a
few.

Dr. Van Hook will have an informal discussion at
Temple Beth Ami about people who have
inspired her. The exact date of her program is
still to be set. Keep reading the newsletter and
Temple blast for specifics.

T-BAY

March: Date/Time TBD

Movie Night and Sleepover-we<Il be seeing the
new movie: Percy Jackson and the Lightning
Thief at the Edwards theater. After the movie
we<Il meet at TBA for a sleep over. There will be
games, ice cream sundaes, another movie and
more. You<lIl get a light breakfast the next
morning.

April : Wednesday, April 7, 2010 1-3 PM

Visit to Basset Hound Rescue Center-Play with
the dogs, learn about them an possibly help out
at the kennel' (This is during spring break for
most SCV students)

May: May 2, 2010
Nature Hike and Lag B<Omer celebration

$%&'
Mike Atkin
TBAY @templebethami.org

TBA School News

We love to show off our students. Throughout
the Spring, different classes will be leading
Friday night services. Some classes will even
include a presentation of what they have been
studying. March 12 is the Dalet class and March
19 is Bet * Gimmel classes. Please support our
children of all ages.

Also in March, we will be celebrating Pesach
(Passover). The Religious school will have
seder with Rabbi Blazer on March 25th. Our
Zayin class will be taking a more active role in
this year<s school seder. On March 21, our
Sunday school will have their seder. Gan
(kindergarten) through Gimmel (3rd Grade) will
all meet at 9AM. Your room parents will be
calling to ask for your support. If you would like
to sponsor an entire seder, please contact me
directly.

Part of our mission is to encourage the students
to create a community here at Temple Beth Ami.
During break time they have time to socialize
and play. The teachers encourage students to
support each other in class during learning and
group projects. Take a minute and ask your
child about who they =hang with= during
Religious or Sunday School. If there is interest,
schedule a get together (meeting at Friday night
services or another Synagogue event is an easy
way). The ultimate reward is priceless.

Happy Passover, Hag Sama<ach

Judith Stolnitz

See Israel in person'
Join Temple Beth Ami and
Rabbi Mark Blazer as we tour
Israel and Jordan.

Trip departs June 6, 2010.

Get your questions answered' Be
sure to attend this informational
meeting to learn about this trip of a
lifetime.

Israel Trip Information Mtg

March 18™ 7:00 PM at Temple
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February Celebrations

Although February is a short month it was
packed with memorable events. The first
Shabbat of the month, February 6" was Adam
Kort%s Bar Mitzvah.

Adam was fortunate to have 3 sets of
grandparents attend and participate. Paternal
grandparents Barney * Jean Kort presented
Adam with a tallit, which was a very touching
beginning to the service. Maternal grandparents,
Robert * Andi Parker and David * Patricia

Hortze participated by having aliyot and opening
the ark. Adam<s aunts and uncles and parents
also recited blessings during the Torah portion of
the service. Good family friend Gordon Wallack
read the weekly Haftorah portion - a wonderful
addition to the service.

Adam<s Torah portion was Yitro. His speech led
off with stating that it is one of only a few portions
that are named after a person. He included
information about how he relates to the portion
where Yitro advises Moses to look to others for
support. Adam spoke about how this doesn<t
come easy to him, but that he is learning to ask
others for help. He used school work,

performing in plays, tutoring for his Bar Mitzvah,
and his mitzvah project as examples.

Adam<s Mitzvah Project was collecting food for
the SCV Food Pantry. Adam placed a request in
his invitation for guests to bring non-perishable
food to the service. His guests came through
and about 10 bags of food were donated.

The reception was held at Porter Valley Country
Club - the theme was Broadway - one of Adam<s
passions. There was a video montage of Adam
through the years, and, of course, lots of dancing
and games for Adam<s friends.

Adam loves performing, especially in musical
theater. He is actively involved in the ESCAPE
Theater in Santa Clarita. In February, he
performed in Lil Abner. Adam hopes to attend
Julliard, to pursue his love of theater.

On the 20" it was the Bar Mitzvah of Justin
Ross. The Torah portion that Justin read was

Tetsaveh from the book of Exodus which deals
with the construction of the Mishkan (mobile
Temple) by the Israelites while they were in the
desert. This portion also describes the garments
that the Kohanim (priests) were instructed to
wear which included the breastplate containing
the 12 precious stones.

As for his Mitzvah Project, Justin has been
involved in community service since 4" grade.
This now includes helping with the Santa Clarita
Marathon and Amgen Tour; New Leash on Life
dog rescue; working concessions at Rancho Pico
Jr. High School music concerts and with prop
building and equipment handling for the West
Ranch Band * Color Guard competitions and
football games.

Justin plans to continue to be involved and give
back to the community. Celebrating along with
Justin were his parents Philip and Brenda and
his brother Ryan. Of course his proud grand-
parents, Mark and Betty Turer and Ted Ross
were in attendance to cheer him on. Justin was
happy to have his aunts, uncles and cousins join
in the celebration.

Justin, at 13, is an exceptional student who loves
sports and has played both baseball and ice
hockey. He is a percussionist in the Rancho
Pico Jr. High School band and is hoping to
attend West Ranch High School and play in the
drum line of their marching band. With his love
of sports, Justin just might want to pursue a
career as either a sports agent or sports
attorney. It sounds like he is well on his way to
achieving whatever he sets out to do.

I know we all send these two wonderful young
men a big Mazel Tov and wish them well in their
future endeavors.

If you are having a special event please let me
know so we can let everyone share in the fun.

Carroll Greenfield
Your strolling reporter
twogreen@sbcglobal.net
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Chavurah Corner

Recently | visited a friend of mine who unexpectedly
ended up in the hospital for 3 days. !It was our
moving day," she told me !the movers were coming
and | thought we might have to postpone getting into
our new home." Fortunately she is okay and the
move went off as planned. Her Chavurah, a group
that she and her family had known for only a few
months, came over and helped with the move and the
kids. She said, 'We were so touched by their
generosity because we have never been part of a
group like this before."

| hear stories like that often. In addition to the fun that
most have there are groups that help with meals,
watching each others children, house sitting,
carpooling, and just being there as a family would be.

If you are not a part of a Chavurah please consider
doing so. It is a great way to form a long lasting
relationship with other Temple members.

On another note>if you are looking to add some
excitement to your Chavurah consider inviting our
Iroving Chavurah” members>Harry and Terri Knafla'
Terry is so busy keeping our office organized she said
she doesn%:t always have time for Chavurah but they
will be happy to piggyback on any group who will
have them> so keep the Knafla%s in mind when you
are planning your next event'

- Rena Slabich

Sisterhood Tea

TBA<s Sisterhood will be having another wonderful
Victorian style tea lunch at =The Tea Gardens= of
Santa Clarita on April 25, 2010 from 11 a.m. to 1:00
p.m. Our keynote speaker will be Phyliss Bigelson
who is the Pacific District Representative of the WRJ.

Due to the intimate set-up at the beautiful Tea
Gardens, this event is available to the first 40 ladies of
our temple that respond by mailing the bottom portion
of the flyer to Karen Kaplan. This event is available to
all members of TBA, (X36) for members and (X40) for
non-members of the Sisterhood. We encourage any
non-members to attend and join the Sisterhood for
this event by paying the member<s fee for the tea.

For more information on this event, please contact
Program Chairpersons Karen Kaplan at
w2wkaren@hotmail.com or Francine G. Van Scoyoc
@ farfunkel@sbcglobal.net. Hope to see you there'
[Please see the flyer enclosed with this newsletter.]

Sisterhood Lilith Salon

Are you interested in stimulating discussion about
contemporary issues for Jewish women? Then
participation in the Lilith Salon Series is for YOU' Lilith
Magazine is published quarterly by the WRJ (Women
of Reform Judaism). Don%t subscribe? We can fix tht
by either getting you the information to subscribe OR
providing a copy of the articles we plan on discussing
before the event.

We meet four times a year to discuss the articles of
our choice from the magazine. The get-togethers
(salons) are held in member%s homes in the evening.
The facilitator receives discussion questions and
sometimes additional suggested readings for each
issue to stimulate conversation. One article in a
previous issue was so meaningful to me personally
that after being a member of TBA for 15\ years and
after much soul searching and study, | finally felt
comfortable converting to Judaism.

The newest issue entitled <Our Bodies... It<s
complicated<, which we will be discussing in March,
has many interesting articles. $A Zionist in Spiteof
Herself% is an interview with Judith Shotten who
immigrated to Israel from Winnipeg in 1949 and has
an amagzing life story. Two articles including $Three
Sisters% and $Four Weddings and a Funeral%, deahwi
breast cancer and BRCA-1 gene mutation, which |
think will provide for a wonderful discussion,
especially after the recent panel discussion
sponsored by our own TBA Relay for Life Team.

Look for information on our next meeting sometime in
March. Please join us for a glass of wine or cup of
coffee and some fellowship as we discuss interesting
issues confronting Jewish women. Please contact
Karen Kaplan at: w2wkaren@hotmail.com for more
information.

Shawn Monheim

Relay for life

Register for TBA%s first RELAY FOR LIFE team,
[t%s easy' Register atvww.scvrelay.org

Our next Relay team meeting will be on Monday
March 15 at 7:30. We will be having important sign
ups (walk times and supply sign ups)

Questions? Contact Sandi
sandihershenson@gmail.com or 799-7854

Sandi Hershenson
Temple Beth Ami Relay For Life Team Captain
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TEMPLE BETH AMI TRIBUTE CARDS

Temple Beth Ami Sisterhood is pleased to provide Tr ibute Cards. When you mail, email,
or order online, a personalized tribute card will b e sent to the person or family you wish

to honor or remember. You, the donor, will receive an acknowledgment card, and your

donation will go to the selected fund within the Te mple. [Minimum donation is $18.] Fill
out the form below, or provide the information via the website, or email. The sisterhood
will take care of the rest. [Honor cards include B irthdays, Graduation, B!nai Mitzvot, Rosh
Hashanah greetings, New Babies, Awards, Promotions, etc.]

ORDER FORM

Donor Phone & email:

To:
Street Address:
City, State, Zip:

REASON: (Check one) In Honor of:
In Memory of:

Temple Beth Ami fund(s) to receive donation:
By mail:  send checks, payable to Temple Beth Ami, along wit h this form to 23023 Hilse Lane, Newhall, CA
91321 ATTN: Tribute. Donations should be received with or before your card order. By e-mail:  send all of
the above information to tributes@templebethami.org , While simultaneously either calling 661-255-64100 r
emailing bookkeeper@templebethami.org your credit card information to Teri Knafla, Temp le Bookkeeper.
[credit card information is kept strictly confident ial.]

Order online: http://ca018.urj.net/tribute_card_form.pdf , fill out and email the form from there.

Simultaneous!| vy contact the Tem ple Bookkee per with your donation. THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATIONS.
| ] | | | ] ] ] | | |

I Donor:
Donor Address:

GOT SCRIP?

Scrip is the #no new cash$ way to donate to the Tem ple
You are going to buy groceries and gas anyway,
so buy groceries and gas with Scrip”

Order scrip gift cards for restaurants, grocery sto res, home improvement stores, sporting good
stores and much more. See the full list of partici pating retailers on our web site:
www. TempleBethAmi.org or contact: Glori Stulman % scrip@templebethami.org

AScrip are gift cards that you buy from stores + EXCEPT you buy them from Temple Beth Ami. When you buy a Scrip Gift Card, you get a gift
card for the store you want AND Temple Beth Ami gets a percentage of the card value + with no new cash from you' The gift card looks and
acts like a regular store gift card.

|
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NVJCC, Inc. is IThe-J"
Your Jewish Community
Center

Cooking Workshop
Series

Tuesday, March 16, 2010
7:00 # 9:00 p.m.

Alternative Passover Dishes
Not just your run of the mill gefilte fish and
brisket! We"ll create some unique and
scrumptious dishes that you won"t believe are
kosher for Passover!

Tuesday, April 20, 2010
7:00 # 9:00 p.m.

Side Dishes and Vegetables
Are you and your family tired of the same old
veggies? We"ll show you some new and
delicious recipes that are not only good for you
but taste incredible and will have everyone
asking for more.

Tuesday, May 18, 2010
7:00 # 9:00 p.m.
The !'Around the World" series
begins
We'"ll start our trip around the world in Italy.

Easy to create gourmet dishes that will rival any
Italian restaurant.

Center members: $50;

Non-members: $60

Two Classes  Center members: $95;
Non-members: $115

Three Classes Center members: $140;
Non-members: $170

All cooking classes are hands-on and fun. Plus, you get

to eat what you make. (And classes are tax deductible).

Location of class will be provided upon registration.

One Class

For registration or more information,
please call 818-360-2211

Come and play at !The-J"...

Israell
Dancing

For Beginners and Intermediates

Weekly Classes

Thursdays 7:30 p.m. # 9:00 p.m.

Learn new dances, dance to
some oldies and have fun with
friends. We laugh, yell and of
course DANCE........ If you think
you can!t dance, we will teach
you....if you think you have no
rhythm, we will show you that
everyone can keep a beat...it is
easy and most importantly you
will have FUN"""

Cost: Adults: $10, Students: $7

Location : Temple Ramat Zion,
17655 Devonshire St., Northridge;
corner of White Oak and
Devonshire

Come and play at 'The-J"...
IThe-J" Your Jewish Community Center

IThe-J" is NVJCC, Inc.

For more information call (818) 360-2211 or
email us at nvjcc@yahoo.com
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Jewish Hall of Fame in Sports
Sol Hauptman-U.S. Paddle Tennis Champ.
You want to loose weight and get in a work out?

Looking for sports cards or memorabilia for a
special gift? Call 310.701.7866.

Ten percent of the proceeds will be donated to
the Temple Beth Ami.

MAD DOG"s Gamers Paradise

As seen at the Purim Carnival

Mad Dog<s Gamers Paradise is the ultimate mobile video
game and laser tag party experience for birthday parties,
fund raisers, corporate and community events. Gamers
Paradise is a 30% climate-controlled Recreational ¥hicle
with the latest multiplayer games on xBox 360, Wii and
PS3 connected to six 52" high definition LCD TVs. For
guaranteed ultimate fun, book Mad Dog*s Gamer
Paradise. Call: 1.877-He y-Mad-Doqg
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